JOHN CURTIS PARCELL AND 
ESTHER LEWIS HERBERT 
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John Curtis Parcell was born September 
10, 1825. in Onvell. Cambridge, England. 
son of Elijah Parcell and Elizabeth Cur- 
tis. He died January 25, 1890, and is 
buried in Wallsburg. His wife. Esther 
Herbert Parcell, died April 28, 1899. 

John came to. Utah in. 1854, in Captain 
Bullock's company. He had been married to 
Mary Kellogg in England and they had one 
son, Joseph Kellogg Parcell, who was born 
December 17, 1854, in Provo. John and 
Mary were divorced. 

Esther Lewis Herbert, who was born 
June 10, 1817, at Mitchel-Troy, Monmouth. 
England, daughter of James Lewis and Es- 
ther Simmons or Symonds, and her husband. 
Thomas Rowland Herbert, son of Isaac 
Herbert, were also coming to Utah in this 
same company. Thomas and Esther werc 
the parents of five children: James, lsaac. 
Emily. Mary and Esther. 

In 1849, Thomas and Esther werc bap- 
tized members of The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints. They immigrated to 
America and started across the plains. 277 

Thomas became ill in Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
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of cholera and died there. Being a wheel- 
wright by trade, he carried his tools with 
him in a large box. Esther took the tools 
out of this box so her husband could be 
buried in it. This was in July, 1852. On 
returning to her wagon, after her hus- 
band's funeral, Esther found someone had 
taken her tools. They never were found. 

John Parcell and her were married in 
1854... They had a farm where later the 
old Brigham Young Academy (now high 
school) was and he raised sheep in Provo 
Canyon. He also was in Charge of the toll 
gate in Provo Canyon, where he collected 
the fee charged those going through the can- 
yon during the 1870s. The money col- 
lected was used to do repair work on the 
road, so it would be in shape for traveling. 

Later they moved to Wallsburg, where 
they had a fine farm and raised cattle and 
sheep. 

John was a staunch Church worker and 
took part in civic affairs in Wallsburg. 

Esther was a splendid companion to her 
husband and family. 

John Curtis and Esther were the parents 
of: Elizabeth, Martha and John Lewis. 
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HARRY JAMES AND 
ELIZABETH ANN FOWERS 
PHILLIPS 


Harry ames Phillips was born March 2, 
1869 in Tipton, Staffordshire, England, the 
youngest child of Thomas and El th 
Nash Phillips. He came to America with 
his parents at the age of six, having at- 
tended school two years. He married Eli- 


zabeth Ann Fowers, June 15. 1898. She 


was born July 12, 1878 in Hooper, Utah, to 
John and Elizabeth Baird Fowers. 
Young Harry traveled with his parents, 


brother Fred and sisters Rebecca and Jess 
from England in 1875, arriving at Echo, 
Summit County on August 9, 1875. The 
family was met by William Ryan and taken 
to Heber where they endured a very hard 
winter of 1875 and 1876. Harry was able 
to attend school in Heber that first winter 
in the valley. 

With only three years’ formal schooling, 
Harry was able through diligent effort and 
a remarkable memory to attain a high degree 
of education. He never stopped studying 
and many would comment on his logical rea- 
soning and brilliant mind. 

After his father's accidental death in 1887 
Harry operated the Phillips ranch for his 
mother until her death. He finished a beau- 
tiful two-story, four bedroom sandstone 
home and continued the Prosperous cattle 
and farming business begun by his father. 
He later branched out into the sheep busi- 
ness also. 

In 1905 Harry purchased the Dr. John W. 
Aird home in Heber and moved his wife and 
daughter Ruby Elizabeth and son Earl Harry 
there. From this home he conducted a pro- 
fitable livestock business. Al Miller and 
John Daybell, two brothers-in-law, associ- 
ated with him in the business and worked 
very harmoniously for some time. 

For business reasons and to give their 
children the advantage of college training. 
Harry and Elizabeth moved to Provo in 
January of 1909. In 1919 he disposed of his 
extensive holdings in Lake Creek, Pole Can- 
yon and Soapstone and discontinued the 
livestock business in Wasatch County. 
Throughout his days in the city, however, he 
never forgot that his greatest enjoyment was 
life as a cowboy, herding cattle in Wasatch 
County. When he died in Provo on June 
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11, 1931 at the age of 62, he left to his fam- 
ily a heritage of honesty, industriousness and 
trustworthiness. 

Elizabeth was the daughter of pioneer par- 
ents who lived in Hooper and then home- 
steaded land in Lake Creek beginning in 
1869. As a girl she was disciplined in the 
habits of temperance, industry and religion, 
and actively participated as a teacher and 
officer in Primary, Mutual and Sunday 
School. She was Sunday School secretary 
in Charleston for four years. 

After her marriage to Harry she moved 
to the Phillips farm in Lake Creek and began 
rearing her family. She also cared for sev- 
eral of her husband's nephews and relatives 
for many years. 

Harry and Elizabeth's six children were 
Ruby Elizabeth, born June 1, 1899; Earl 
Harry, born March 18, 1902; Walter Fred- 
rick, born May 17, 1905; Ray Thomas, born 
July 13, 1907; Reed Alfred, born March 27, 
1909 and Joy Lucile, born April 18, 1920. 

After her husband's death, Elizabeth con- 
tinued to live alone, doing Relief Society and 
genealogical work. She also served as cap- 
tain of Camp 2, Daughters of the Utah 


Pioneers in Provo. 
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